International Phonetic Association

Individual Oral: Reading English Transcription

Individual orals are scheduled to last 10 minutes. There will be two examiners
present. After you leave the room at the end of your oral, the examiners have 5
minutes to discuss your performance and agree marks before calling the next
candidate. You will need to respond promptly when performing the different tasks; a
very slow response is suggestive of an inability to make or identify a particular sound
and will affect the mark that the examiners are able to award. Examiners are
however always sensitive to a candidate’s exam nerves and every effort is made to
assist you and put you at your ease.

e Reading from English transcription

o

Sample of text for reading English reading from transcription

On the following page, you will find a copy of a typical reading sheet. This
one was presented to candidates in the August 2014 examination.

At the beginning of your oral examination, you will be called to a preparation
room where you will be given a copy of the reading passage. You have 15
minutes to prepare this. After 15 minutes, the examiners will call you into the
examination room. You will begin your oral by reading the English text aloud
to the examiners.

Examiners will expect you to be fluent and read without undue hesitation.
Note that this does not mean you have to be fast! Examiners are looking for
fluency and accuracy, but not necessarily for great speed! You need to aim
to avoid undue hesitation, repetition, etc., and to make as few mistakes as
possible.

The text will be transcribed using the symbols of WELLS, J. C., 2008,
Pronunciation Dictionary, London: Longman (3rd edn). All candidates will
read from this text. The text will be transcribed as if spoken with a Modern
Received Pronunciation accent. This is a broad transcription, however, and it
does not invalidate its use by speakers of other accents.

After you have finished reading, an Examiner will ask you a brief question
relating to your reading. Non-native speakers of English or those with non-
MRP accents are sometimes asked about particular difficulties for speakers
from their language or differences for speakers of their accent. Or you may
be asked about particular features of the text — assimilations, elisions,
liaison, strong and weak forms, t-glottaling, etc. You should be prepared to
give a brief answer and identify an appropriate example where relevant. The
lines of the text are numbered to facilitate locating examples.
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Reading passage

You have approximately 15 minutes to prepare this passage for reading aloud to the
examiners.

Line

1 /'rizsntli | azv bizn 'I3:n1n 'pavlif || an di 'Ads 'der |

2 'snmwan geiv mi 9 'kppi | av 09 'zenafaubz 'gaid ta 09
3 'paulz || o 'lbt av 1ts 'r1ali kwait 'fani ||

4 17 poInts 'aut Oat 0s 'paulz o 'veri 'taektarl || der 'kis an
5 'hag ot 'evri ppa'tjuinati || 03 'steendag 'griitin | fa dsvuz
6 9V 'aroa 'seks | hu a 'ma: dan 'kae3zwal a'kweintansiz |
7 1z 3 'bea hag | 'folaub bar a 'tatfin av 'tfirtks | an den

8 'Oriz 'ea 'kisiz | po 'p3:isan 'grirtid ||

9 for a'kweintansiz av 9 'lesar '2:da | an a'bligatri 'haenferk

10 so'farsiz || ba? '01s kan 'terk Ap @ 'Ibt av 'taim || 1f 'ten
11 'njurtkamaz mi:t 'ten 'lsuklz | 81s bildz 'Ap tu 3 'lpt av
12 'handferkin || am bi'fa: ju 'nau 1t | 1ts d:'redi 'taim to

13 gau 'haum || /

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS COPY.
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In the case of this particular text, an Examiner might ask what the text tells
us about the weak forms of the definite article the. You could refer to lines 1
and 2 and identify the pre-vocalic form in 8i 'ada and the pre-consonantal
form in 83 'zenafaubz.... The Examiner might then ask whether any other
words display this type of contextual variation. Here, you could identify the
indefinite article a in pre-consonantal position in lines 3, 10 or 11 in the
expression a 'Int but explain that pre-vocalically, this becomes an as in line
9 an a'bligatri, or pre-consonantal fo in lines 12-13 pronounced ta in ta 'gau
whereas in MRP this would probably be tu if occurring pre-vocalically, for
example to act tu 'akt. Words spelled with a final letter r also change their
pronunciation, the r being silent in pre-consonantal positions in MRP and
other non-rhotic accents, but pronounced when the word occurs
prevocalically, for example forin line 9 far a... whereas in for me it would be
silent fo 'mi:.

This exercise is marked independently of the rest of the oral and will be
awarded a mark out of 20. A maximum of10 marks are available for fluency,
5 for accuracy and 5 for theory. Examiners will mark you independently
during the examination itself and will discuss and agree their final mark after
you have left the room.
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