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International Phonetic Association 

Individual Oral: Reading English Transcription 

 

Individual orals are scheduled to last 10 minutes. There will be two examiners 

present. After you leave the room at the end of your oral, the examiners have 5 

minutes to discuss your performance and agree marks before calling the next 

candidate. You will need to respond promptly when performing the different tasks; a 

very slow response is suggestive of an inability to make or identify a particular sound 

and will affect the mark that the examiners are able to award. Examiners are 

however always sensitive to a candidate’s exam nerves and every effort is made to 

assist you and put you at your ease. 

• Reading from English transcription 
 

o Sample of text for reading English reading from transcription 
 
On the following page, you will find a copy of a typical reading sheet. This 
one was presented to candidates in the August 2014 examination. 
 
At the beginning of your oral examination, you will be called to a preparation 
room where you will be given a copy of the reading passage. You have 15 
minutes to prepare this. After 15 minutes, the examiners will call you into the 
examination room. You will begin your oral by reading the English text aloud 
to the examiners. 
 
Examiners will expect you to be fluent and read without undue hesitation. 
Note that this does not mean you have to be fast! Examiners are looking for 
fluency and accuracy, but not necessarily for great speed! You need to aim 
to avoid undue hesitation, repetition, etc., and to make as few mistakes as 
possible. 
 
The text will be transcribed using the symbols of WELLS, J. C., 2008, 
Pronunciation Dictionary, London: Longman (3rd edn). All candidates will 
read from this text. The text will be transcribed as if spoken with a Modern 
Received Pronunciation accent. This is a broad transcription, however, and it 
does not invalidate its use by speakers of other accents. 
 
After you have finished reading, an Examiner will ask you a brief question 
relating to your reading. Non-native speakers of English or those with non-
MRP accents are sometimes asked about particular difficulties for speakers 
from their language or differences for speakers of their accent. Or you may 
be asked about particular features of the text – assimilations, elisions, 
liaison, strong and weak forms, t-glottaling, etc. You should be prepared to 
give a brief answer and identify an appropriate example where relevant. The 
lines of the text are numbered to facilitate locating examples. 
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International Phonetic Association      

Certificate Examination in English Phonetics 

Examination: Tuesday 26th August, 2014 

Reading passage          

You have approximately 15 minutes to prepare this passage for reading aloud to the 
examiners. 

Line 

1 /ɑriəsnʜtli | aǺv biən ɑlǬənǺŋ ɑpǩȚlǺȓ || ǩn ði ɑȜðǩ ɑdeǺ | 
 

2 ɑsȜmwȜŋ ǱeǺv mi ǩ ɑkǢpi | ǩv ðǩ ɑzenǩfǩȚbz ɑǱaǺd tǩ ðǩ  
 

3 ɑpǩȚlz || ǩ ɑlǢt ǩv Ǻts ɑrǺǩli kwaǺt ɑfȜni || 
  

4 ǺȤ pǤǺnts ɑaȚt ðǩt ðǩ ɑpǩȚlz ǩ ɑveri ɑtæktaǺl || ðeǺ ɑkǺs ǩn 
 

5 ɑhȜǱ ǩt ɑevri Ǣpǩɑtjuənǩti || ðǩ ɑstændǩǱ ɑǱriətǺŋ | fǩ ðǩȚz 
 

6 ǩv ɑaǺðǩ ɑseks | hu ǩ ɑmǤə ðǩŋ ɑkæȢwǩl ǩɑkweǺntǩnsǺz | 
 

7 Ǻz ǩ ɑbeǩ hȜǱ | ɑfǢlǩȚb baǺ ǩ ɑtȜtȓǺŋ ǩv ɑtȓiəks | ǩn ðen 
 

8 ɑθriə ɑeǩ ɑkǺsǺz | pǩ ɑpǬəsǩŋ ɑǱriətǺd ||  
 

9 fǩr ǩɑkweǺntǩnsǺz ǩv ǩ ɑlesǩr ɑǤədǩ | ǩn ǩɑblǺǱǩtri ɑhænȓeǺk  
 

10 sǩɑfaǺsǺz || bǩȤ ɑðǺs kǩn ɑteǺk Ȝp ǩ ɑlǢt ǩv ɑtaǺm || Ǻf ɑten    
 

11 ɑnjuəkȜmǩz miət ɑten ɑlǩȚklʜz | ðǺs bǺldz ɑȜp tu ǩ ɑlǢt ǩv  
 

12 ɑhændȓeǺkǺŋ || ǩm biɑfǤə ju ɑnǩȚ Ǻt | Ǻts Ǥəɑredi ɑtaǺm tǩ 
 

13 ǱǩȚ ɑhǩȚm || / 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS COPY. 
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In the case of this particular text, an Examiner might ask what the text tells 
us about the weak forms of the definite article the. You could refer to lines 1 
and 2 and identify the pre-vocalic form in ði ˈʌðə and the pre-consonantal 
form in ðə ˈzenəfəʊbz…. The Examiner might then ask whether any other 
words display this type of contextual variation. Here, you could identify the 
indefinite article a in pre-consonantal position in lines 3, 10 or 11 in the 
expression ə ˈlɒt but explain that pre-vocalically, this becomes ən as in line 
9 ən əˈblɪɡətri, or pre-consonantal to in lines 12-13 pronounced tə in tə ˈɡəʊ 

whereas in MRP this would probably be tu if occurring pre-vocalically, for 
example to act tu ˈækt. Words spelled with a final letter r also change their 
pronunciation, the r being silent in pre-consonantal positions in MRP and 
other non-rhotic accents, but pronounced when the word occurs 
prevocalically, for example for in line 9 fər ə… whereas in for me it would be 
silent fə ˈmiː. 
 
This exercise is marked independently of the rest of the oral and will be 
awarded a mark out of 20. A maximum of10 marks are available for fluency, 
5 for accuracy and 5 for theory. Examiners will mark you independently 
during the examination itself and will discuss and agree their final mark after 
you have left the room.  
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